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HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO LEARN ENGLISH?

2 to 3 years:
Social or playground language, is referred to as 
Basic  Interpersonal Communication Skills (BICS). 

5 to 7 years:
Academic English, is referred to as Cognitive 
Academic Language Proficiency (CALP)

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-ells-fast-facts

Source: Cummins, J. (1981a). The role of primary language development in promoting educational success for language 
minority students. In California State Department of Education (Ed.), Schooling and Language Minority Students: A 
Theoretical Framework . Los Angeles: Evaluation, Dissemination and Assessment Center California State University. 
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http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/what-you-need-know-about-ells-fast-facts
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But…
how do we help our ELL develop writing skills? 

✓ Recognize BICS/CALPS
✓ Distinguish the stages of SLA and

 Connect to TELPAS



5



KNOW THE STAGES OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
• Limited comprehension
• 1-2 word responses

• Minimal 
comprehension

• No verbal 
production

• Limited 
comprehension

• 1-2 word 
responses

• Good 
comprehension

• Enough 
proficiency to 
make simple 
sentences (with 
errors)

• Give opinions
• Debate, justify 

views, defend 
actions or 
opinions

• Persuade

TELPAS= 
BEGINNER (B)

TELPAS= 
INTERMEDIATE (I)

TELPAS= 
ADVANCED (A)

TELPAS=
ADVANCED HIGH (AH)
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MAJOR CHALLENGES  for EL STUDENTS

Translations →ELs  produce translated writing and produce ideas 
in native language then translate. 

La tienda de dulces. The store of candy.

Verb Tenses→ are inaccurate→ usually write in the present tense
  I go to the park yesterday. 

Limited Vocabulary →Repeat the same words and phrases in writing.
She said hello.  I said hello. She was nice.  She is my friend. 

Source: Sousa, D. A. (10/2010). How the ELL Brain Learns, 1st Edition. [VitalSource Bookshelf Online]. Retrieved from  
https://online.vitalsource.com/#/books/9781452224282
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MAJOR CHALLENGES  for EL STUDENTS

Mechanics → how to form the letters → where to place the 
adjective → how to spell → what punctuation marks to use.
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Proficiency → mental lexicon-word meaning, 
pronunciation, syntactic characteristics → understanding 
grammar.

Content knowledge → what the ELs knows about the 
subject of the writing project.

Source: Sousa, D. A. (10/2010). How the ELL Brain Learns, 1st Edition. [VitalSource Bookshelf Online]. Retrieved  from 
https://online.vitalsource.com/#/books/9781452224282
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STRATEGY ONE:

SENTENCE FRAMES
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Source: Northwest Regional Educational Service District (NWRESD) http://ell.nwresd.org

Sentence frames help scaffold the  bricks and 

mortar students need  to communicate 

across all subject  areas and in many different

situations.

10 STRATEGY ONE: SENTENCE FRAMES

http://ell.nwresd.org/






Beginner: XL  
Intermediate: L
Advanced: M 
Advanced High: S



Sentence Frames: with word  bank

✓ Provide sufficient structure and support  to ensure accurate responses.

How does your best friend get to school? 

My best friend to school.

Verb Bank: (present tense +s)
Scaffolding level: 

HIGH 
for Beginner writers 

• walks 
• rides her bike
• gets a  ride
• rides the bus

XL size training wheel



Sentence Frames: construction chart with options  

How does your best friend get to school?

My best friend______ to school__________.
                         verb +s              how often?

• Walks
• rides her bike
• gets a ride

• every morning
• sometimes
• on Fridays

Scaffolding level: 
MEDIUM 

for Intermediate 
Writers 

✓ Provide structure and support with additional opportunities  and options to ensure 
accurate responses.

L size training wheel 



Sentence Frames: construction chart

How does your best friend get to school?
My best friend . Scaffolding level: 

LOW 
for

Advanced Writers 

• walking at the school.
• walk to the school.
• walked to school.

✓ Provide structure and support with opportunities to experiment to ensure 
accurate responses.

M or S size training wheel



STRATEGY TWO:

SENTENCE PATTERNING
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What is Sentence patterning Chart?
18

A strategy that uses patterning to teach parts of speech 
and a descriptive approach to English sentence patterns 
adapted from Robert and Marlene McCraken. 
This strategy is an excellent method for exposing learners 
to English language structures while teaching content. 
This strategy is highly recommended by Project GLAD.



Benefits of Sentence patterning Charts
19

● Lowers the affective filter
● engages learners
● builds vocabulary
● provides oral language practice
● categorizes words and models sentence formation
● offers and opportunity for shared reading and writing



Example:
20

The Farmer in the Dell (with lyrics)  
The Farmer in the Dell (instrumental)
Adapted Robert and Marlene McCraken 

Respectul friends taking turns at the playground.
Smart friends reading in the classroom. 

https://youtu.be/7cNYVkT3HbI
https://youtu.be/1fjaT615Lho
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Science:  Learning about Seals
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Kinder-1st Grade Language Art Sample
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Learning about ROCKS (Spanish)
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STRATEGY THREE:

PROCESS GRIDS
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 STRATEGY THREE: PROCESS GRIDS

• Based on Sharon Bassano’s wall grid

• Categorize information

• Aid in writing expository text

• Teach reading for gathering  
information

• G.L.A.D. strategy
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STRATEGY FOUR:

COOPERATIVE STRIP PARAGRAPH
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• Aid in reading and writing expository text

• Model the process of editing and revising
• Completed work becomes leveled reading  

  related  to the unit of study.
• Adaptation of Nancy Whitsler’s model

STRATEGY FOUR:  COOPERATIVE STRIP PARAGRAPH31

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9t9qNgkAq28&list=PLWORTCrc8ICWszYkUzMatlzZKt8sDCLj2


STRATEGY FOUR:  COOPERATIVE STRIP PARAGRAPH



STRATEGY FOUR:  COOPERATIVE STRIP PARAGRAPH



STRATEGY FOUR:  COOPERATIVE STRIP PARAGRAPH



LO/CO 

Free 

download 

on my 

website
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https://youtu.be/ASAU1KJcp6I
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